
have enjoyed in separate ef-

forts.  When transportation 

infrastructure is built, it often 

has a positive effect on the 

local economy.  When we part-

ner to accelerate a project, 

citizens gain the benefit of the 

infrastructure earlier. 

     By partnering, together we 

leverage funds that separately  

would not have been enough 

to take part on the project.  

This allows partners to hasten 

the time it takes to get a  

project to completion, result-

ing in accelerating these po-

tential benefits.  Accelerating 

construction can help avoid 

additional costs due to infla-

tion.   

     For more information about 

partnership development with 

MoDOT, visit the MoDOT Part-

nership Development website 

at http://www.modot.org/

PartnershipDevelopment. 

     Demand for transportation 

improvements have greatly 

outpaced the funds available 

to meet them.  In response to 

this demand, the Missouri 

Department of Transportation 

has established various 

mechanisms for successful 

public/public and public/

private partnerships.  These 

expand financing options for 

transportation projects that 

serve a public purpose, includ-

ing:  highway and rail projects, 

transit equipment, air and 

water transportation facilities 

and elder/handicapped vehi-

cles.  The benefits to a project 

assisted by these partnerships 

may include:  inflation cost 

savings, early economic and 

public benefits, financing tai-

lored to the projectõs needs 

and a reduced cost of project 

financing. 

     A partial solution to the 

funding challenge is to partner 

with other entities in order to 

fund needed projects.  There 

are several reasons to part-

ner: 

Jointly solve problems 

Build and strengthen 

relationships 

Increase efficiency 

Develop innovative solu-

tions 

Improve coordination 

     By pooling our efforts and 

resources together we can 

often accomplish what may 

have previously seemed 

unlikely. 

     When we partner to build 

or enhance transportation 

infrastructure, we do so be-

cause we have shared pur-

pose:  to build the best and 

most cost effective project we 

can, when you need it. 

     Partnering helps us realize 

benefits that we would not 

Partnership Development With Missouri Department of Transportation (MoDOT) 

Statewide Transportation Improvement Program ñ Five Year Transportation Program 

     The draft 2009-2013 

Statewide Transportation Im-

provement Program  (STIP) 

lists all transportation projects 

planned by state and regional 

planning agencies for fiscal 

years 2009 through 2013 

(July 1, 2008 ð June 30, 

2013).   It totals $5.78 billion, 

with approximately $4.35 

billion going to 662 highway 

and bridge projects, about 

$790 million to other trans-

portation modes and approxi-

mately $640 million to local 

transportation programs. 

     òWe used an extensive 

public involvement process to 

develop this program and 

have worked with our planning 

partners from communities 

around the state to identify 

and prioritize these new pro-

jects,ó Rahn said. 

     A project from the Pioneer 

Trails Regional Planning Com-

mission service area includes  

Statewide Transportation 

Improvement Program, 2  

Fast Facts About Missouriõs Transportation System 

7th largest in the U.S. 

32,800 miles of highways 

More state highways than Iowa, Nebraska and Kansas com-

bined 

10,224 bridges/55 major river bridges ñ most  in the nation 

TAC Trails 

Pioneer Trails Regional Planning Commission 
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MoDOT partnerships can help 

leverage funds for rural road-

ways 



     Saline County citizens are 

hopeful that the cost-share ap-

plication submitted to MoDOT 

earlier this spring will help add 

turn-lanes on Route 65 at the 

intersection with their proposed 

county road.  The application 

reflects cooperation between 

Saline County, Pioneer Trails 

Regional Planning Commission 

and MoDOT District 2 to support 

economic development in Saline 

County in a manner that also 

improves the safety of the  

traveling public.   

     Traffic observations indicate 

that approximately 100 trucks 

per day travel between Route 

65 and the quarry operation off 

of County Road 339 (Old Hwy 

65).  The County and the quarry 

operation have already shown 

initiative by proposing to build a 

new county road that accesses 

Route 65 at a potentially safer 

location.  The County has shown 

further initiative by proposing 

this cost-share project to pro-

vide turn-lanes for this new in-

tersection with Route 65.  The 

proposed improvements will 

increase safety by removing 

these trucks and other turning 

traffic from the through travel 

lanes.  

òThe cost-share application has 

been submitted, and it will be 

approved/declined at the June 

26 Innovative Finance Steering 

Committee meetingó stated 

Preston Kremer, Project Man-

ager for MoDOT District 2. 

     More information about cost 

share/economic development 

opportunities is available at:  

http://www.modot.org/

development/documents/

CostShare.pdf. 

and Coalition will meet jointly on 

Monday, July 14, 2008 at 11:30 

a.m. at the Heroes Restaurant 

at 107 W. Pine in Warrensburg, 

Missouri. 

2008 Blueprint Conference ñ 

The 2008 Blueprint Conference 

will be October 27-29, 2008 at 

the Hyatt Regency Crown Center 

in Kansas City, MO.  There is no 

TAC Meetings ñ The Pioneer 

Trails Regional Planning Com-

mission (PTRPC) Transportation 

Advisory Council will meet July 

10, 2008 at 6:00 p.m. at the 

Concordia Community Center at 

802 S. Gordon, Room 203 in 

Concordia, MO 

Highway 13 Meetings ñ The 

Highway 13 Corridor Committee 

registration fee for the confer-

ence; however, you must send 

in a conference registration to 

attend.  Registration deadline is 

September 20, 2008.  For more 

information call Nancy @  

660-463-7934. 

(275-6636).  The program is 

also available on MoDOTõs Web 

site ð www.modot.org ð and at 

MoDOTõs district offices around 

the state.   

     The formal public comment 

period ends June 27. Following 

the public review, the com-

ments will be presented to the 

Missouri Highways and Trans-

portation Commission.  The 

commission will review the 

comments and the final trans-

portation program before con-

sidering it  for approval July 2. 

Continued from page 1 

A project in Johnson County 

involving the relocation north of  

Highway 50 of Rt. 13 

(Warrensburg ) for $22 million.   

The proposed program was 

available for public review be-

ginning May 14.  Citizens inter-

ested in seeing the program or 

offering comments can contact 

MoDOTõs customer service 

centers at 1-888 ASK MODOT 

Statewide Transportation Improvement Program 

Partnership May Help Meet A Challenge For Saline County 

Pioneer Trails Welcomes Public to Attend Transportation Meetings! 
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òWe used 

an extensive 

public involve-

ment process  . . . 

from communities 

around the state 

to identify and 

prioritize these 

new projects,ó 

Rahn said. 
ó 

Pioneer Trails Transportation Advisory Council 

Quarry operation off 

of Highway 65 south 

of Marshall 

http://www.modot.org/


     After reaching their goal of 

less than 1,000 traffic fatalities 

a year early, the Missouri Coali-

tion for Roadway Safety is look-

ing forward to more successful 

years. To establish goals, share 

information and generate excite-

ment, the coalition is sponsoring 

the Blueprint for Safer Road-

ways Conference on Oct. 27- 29 

at the Hyatt Regency Crown 

Center in Kansas City.  

     òThis conference is a great 

way to build on and celebrate 

our past successes,ó said High-

way Safety Director Leanna 

Depue. òWe will continue to 

work on saving lives and pre-

venting injuries, as well as shar-

ing new information and best 

practices.ó 

     Several workshops and 

speakers have already been 

scheduled for the convention. 

Half-day to half-hour workshops 

will address improving roadways 

for older drivers, public informa-

tion successes, law enforcement 

programs, roundabouts, new tech-

nology, driver education, recent 

legislation and the Safe Corridor 

Program.  

     On Oct. 28, MoDOT Director 

Pete Rahn, Colonel James Keath-

ley of the Missouri State Highway 

Patrol and Romell Cooks, regional 

administrator for the National 

Highway Traffic Safety Administra-

tor, will be on hand to officially 

open the conference.  

     More information is available at 

www.saveMOlives.com. 

larger that my community of the 

county in which I live. Actions 

taken by the T.A.C. can have a 

statewide reaching effect. Plus, 

the T.A.C. involves three addi-

tional counties, Saline, Pettis 

and Johnson as well as all of the 

communities within these coun-

ties. I readily saw just how big 

the responsibility of the T.A.C. 

was and that my personal wants 

(personal agenda) had to be put 

into the mix along with the many 

other needs within this jurisdic-

tion. Thus began a learning 

process of how all parts of the 

puzzle regarding transportation 

must come together in a com-

mon effort to be effective to get 

anything accomplished. 

      I learned that the T.A.C. is an 

advisory council only and has no 

real power of its own to make 

any changes. The T.A.C. can 

make observations and recom-

mendations to the board of au-

thority which is the Pioneer 

Trails Regional Planning Com-

mission or PTRPC. This board 

has been very good in taking 

comments and recommenda-

tions under their advisement 

from the T.A.C. to affect change 

and improvements. Some posi-

tive projects have been ac-

cepted, addressed as a òto doó 

from MoDOT and have been 

completed. Others are still on 

the òwish listó and will remain 

there as projects are presented 

and prioritized. The funding of 

any improvements is and will 

always be the guiding force in 

what is built or fixed and what 

projects remain on the òwish 

listó. 

       But, I am not discouraged 

by the slow process in which the 

wheels of improvement turn. 

The rumble stripes that we see 

(and feel) on the major and 

some minor highways was an 

idea to address safety which 

came from the Missouri Highway 

13 Coalition and the T.A.C. This 

idea has been accepted by Mo-

DOT and is being implemented 

as part of the statewide safety 

program. Another safety issue 

that was accepted was the im-

provements to the shoulders, 

especially on two lane  This         

     I became a member of the 

Transportation Advisory Council 

(T.A.C.) of the Pioneer Trails 

Regional Planning Commission 

(PTRPC) about five years ago. 

Because of poor road repair and 

other obvious problems within 

the transportation system, I 

wanted to become involved so I 

could work for transportation 

improvements in Lafayette 

County and my own city of Hig-

ginsville. I soon found out that 

transportation needs and the 

agencies involved were much 

Designing the Blueprint for Safer Roadways 

Thoughts From Along the Trail 
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ñ. . . I am 

not discouraged 

by the slow 

process in which 

the wheels of 

improvement 

turn.ò  

project has been accepted and 

is now being implemented as a 

statewide need. The project is to 

widen shoulders to four feet 

where at all possible, making 

them smoother and allowing 

vehicles a safer place to exit the 

roadway when an emergency 

exists. This was another idea 

that originated from the Mis-

souri Highway 13 Coalition and 

the T.A.C. These two projects are 

completed or soon will be. The 

Missouri  Highway 13 òGapó 

 

Thoughts, 4 

Article by Bill Kolas, Mayor of Higginsville, Chair of PTRPC T.A.C. 

Pioneer Trails Transportation Advisory Council 

 

Recent improvements along 

Highway 13 south of Higgins-

ville have improved travel 

safety for roadways users 

òMissouriõs   Blueprint     to    

ARRIVE  ALIVE i s  a  continua-

tion of the collective efforts of 

safety advocates from around 

the state . . .ó 



have to be mindful of river 

and air transportation, rail 

service, the Safe Routes to 

School initiative, good 

signage and of course 

safety.  

     In the years ahead, as 

we experience the funding 

crunch for new construc-

tion and the money 

needed for maintenance 

to repair the system is 

upon us, we still need to 

plan and identify those 

areas of need. Maybe 

more than that, we need 

to be able to pursue new 

ideas of innovative financ-

ing. The current taxing 

system along with the 

rising costs of construction 

and repair will not allow 

Continued from page  3 

from the Ike Skelton 

Bridge to Missouri High-

way 13 south was another 

of those needs recognized, 

proposed, funded and is 

now due to be completed 

in 2010. The East Loop of 

Missouri 13 around War-

rensburg is another ac-

cepted project that is in 

the current building stage 

that came from the Mis-

souri Highway 13 Coalition 

and the T.A.C.  

     I find the work of ad-

dressing the transporta-

tion needs of the State of 

Missouri a very complex 

one. Transportation in-

volves, but is not limited 

to, roads and bridges. We 

MoDOT to keep up and do 

business as usual. We 

have made great improve-

ments to Missouri high-

ways since Amendment 3 

and now is not the time to 

put improvements on hold. 

It is the time to find and 

accept new ideas for fi-

nancing so we can keep 

Missouri on the go with 

the smoother and safer 

road initiative. 

 
 

Pioneer Trails Regional Planning Commission 

P.O. Box 123 

802 S. Gordon 

Concordia, MO 64020 

Phone:  660-463-7934 

Fax:  660-463-7944 

E-mail:  admin@trailsrpc.org 

Pioneer Trails Transportation Advisory Council 

Thoughts From Along the Trail 

Weõre on the Web! 

trails@rpc.org 
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